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Raouf Abbas HAMED
Faculty of Arts, Cairo University.

Based on previous studies of the author, this paper gives an outline of the economic
development in Egypt through a period covering the outcome of the two World Wars, and
subsequent social consequences. It explains the mechanism of dependence in the realm of
economy, which had integrated the Egyptian economy into the world Capitalistic market as a
supplier of cotton and consumer of food and manufactured commodities. This situation
made it difficult for Egypt to coup with the socio-economic problems of the inter-war period.
Due to this integration into the world Capitalistic market, Egypt's economy suffered
inflation, crisis, and depression which had their negative social consequences.

Within this framework, the author discussed the eruption of the social question as reflected
in the accumulation of poverty shown by the concentration of landownership deeds in the
hands of a limited minority of landlords, and the soaring number of landless peasants. Being
in its nascent stage of development faced by severe foreign competition in the absence of
protective measures until the early 1930's, the Egyptian industry could not offer enough
supply of employment to meet the increasing demand in the labour market. This factor
acted against the interests of the Egyptian working class by the reduction of wages and
worsening labour conditions, while the increasing cost of living added to the misery of both
peasants and workers.

Despite this drastic situation, the political elite of big landlords did not pay attention to the
worsening social conditions and eruption of the social question. They neglected completely
the ideas of adapting social policies in general, and the reformist ideas based on the concept
of social justice in particular. Even the political parties and institutions organized by the
petty-bourgeois elements did not submit ideas suggesting inclusive solution of the social
question. They had offered only some prescriptions treated certain symptoms, but never
been good enough to cure the social disease of Egypt.
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In his final analysis, the author concluded that the Egyptian bourgeois political elite which
had been holding power under the 1923 Constitution lacked social consciousness and vision
in handling the social question. They thought that they could safeguard their class interests
by freezing social problems and leaving them without a crucial solution, a task which had to
be accomplished by the revolution of July 1952.

Issawi, Charles; ' Egypt at mid-century, Oxford, 1954, p.l40.
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